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### 

 

Registration is open and abstracts are now being accepted for the 35th annual meeting of the 

Plant Growth Regulation Society of America, to be held at the Hotel Whitcomb, San Francisco, 

California, August 3-7, 2008.  The conference will feature invited and contributed papers 

reporting on basic and applied research in the field of plant growth regulation.  There will also be 

a special session devoted to industry research and news, and a poster session.  Contributions 

from students and young scientists are encouraged, and will be eligible for awards.   

 

The following symposia and speakers have been confirmed: 

 

The physiological basis of fruit quality 

A better understanding of the biological basis for fruit quality is needed to identify practices 

which will improve the appearance, texture, and flavor of fruits.  In this session, speakers will 

present new information on the physiological basis for fruit quality of apples, grapes, oranges, 

and peaches.  The speakers include: 

• Dr. Simone Diego Castellarin (Univ. of Udine, Italy).  Flavonoid accumulation in  

 grapevine berry: genetic regulation & physiological control. 

• Dr. Ebenezer Ogundiwin (UC Davis).  Using genomic tools to unravel peach fruit  

 mealiness and cold-storage browning. 

• Dr. Kentaro Inoue (UC Davis).  Green or Orange – Towards understanding the molecular  

 basis of citrus fruit peel color development.  

• Dr. Abhaya Dandekar (UC Davis).  Functional genomic analysis of the ethylene regulation  

 of apple fruit quality. 



Delivery systems for plant growth regulators 

Often, many significant technological challenges must be overcome to develop effective and 

efficient delivery methods for plant growth regulators (PGRs).  In this symposium, experts will 

provide insights on the role that spray technology, formulation chemistry, and plant cuticles may 

play in the delivery of PGRs.  The speakers include:  

 

• Dr. D. Ken Giles (UC Davis).  Application technology and efficacy of agrochemicals 

• Dr. Randy Cush (Syngenta Crop Protection).  Formulations: Why those "other ingredients"  

 are so important 

• Dr. Ruth Stark (City University of New York).  Molecular structure and biomechanics of  

 fruit cuticles 

• Dr. Jacqueline K. Burns (University of Florida).  The influence of application technology  

 on PGR efficacy: A case study in citrus. 

 

Science of Plant Biostimulants 

There is increasing interest in developing natural agrochemicals.  Many natural biostimulants 

contain PGRs or have PGR-like properties, and this seminar will present regulatory concerns and 

recent research results from this emerging discipline.  The speakers include: 

• Dr. Maryam Khosravifard (California Environmental Protection Agency).  Definitions and  

 regulations for commercial use of plant growth regulators, biostimulants and fertilizers in the  

 USA and California 

• Dr. Balakrishnan Prithiviraj (Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Canada).  Evaluating the  

 plant growth promoting activity f Ascophyllum nodosum using the model plant Arabidopsis  

 thaliana 

• Dr. Erik H. Ervin (Virginia Tech).  (Effect of cytokinin-containing seaweed and humic acid  

 extracts on leaf cytokinin concentrations and drought resistance of bentgrass) 

• Dr. Jeffrey Stark (University of Idaho).  Humic acid plus liquid phosphorus increases potato  

 yield and quality compared to applying phosphorus alone 

 



New plant growth regulators for ornamental plants 

Plant growth regulators are important tools for enhancing the appearance of ornamental plants.  In 

this seminar, industry scientists will present new products available for ornamentals.  Speakers 

include: 

• Craig Campbell (Valent BioSciences).  Reducing Water Use and Drought Stress in  

 ornamental crops with S-abscisic acid (S-ABA), a new product from Valent BioSciences  

 Corporation 

• Kevin Forney (Fine Americas).  Improving Plant Quality with Configure 

• Dr. B. Todd Bonnell (SePRO). New Innovations with Topflor Ornamental Growth Regulator 

• David Barcel (OHP) Introduction to Tiberon 

 

Entertaining and informative tours and events are available and, as is customary at PGRSA 

meetings, good food and good company can be expected.   

 

Contributed abstracts are being accepted through 9 May 2008, and early-bird meeting 

registrations will be accepted through 9 June 2008.  Registration forms and more information are 

available on the annual meeting page of the PGRSA website:  

http://www.pgrsa.org or contact: 

 

Dr. Matthew Fidelibus, Program Chairman 

Plant Growth Regulation Society of America 

+1.559.646.6510 

+1.559.646.6593(FAX) 
mwfidelibus@ucdavis.edu 
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