
 
 
February 14, 2008 
 

Dear Colleagues: 

On behalf of the Plant Growth Regulation Society of America (PGRSA), I invite you to participate in the 
35th annual PGRSA conference, to be held in San Francisco, California, August 3-7, 2008 at the Hotel 
Whitcomb. 

The 2008 conference will feature an informative blend of basic and applied research, which scientists and 
practitioners will find informative and stimulating.  The symposia will highlight new insights on the 
physiological basis of fruit quality, delivery systems for plant growth regulators, the science of plant 
biostimulants, and new plant growth regulators for ornamental plants.  There will also be contributed 
papers and posters, as well as a session on Industry research and news.  Entertaining and informative 
tours and events will be offered and, as is customary at PGRSA meetings, good food and good company 
can be expected.   

 

This package contains the call for abstracts and registration information. Please note that the deadline for 
abstract submission is May 9, 2008.  The society has negotiated excellent room rates at the Hotel 
Whitcomb, an elegant and historic hotel, and we recommend you make your hotel reservations as early 
as possible.  To receive the preferred rate, and to help the society meet its room night commitments, you 
must mention The Plant Growth Regulation Society of America when you make your room reservations.  
Reservations can be made by telephone (1-800-227-4747) or fax (415-487-4436), by June 27, 2008.   

 

A tentative program is attached; the timing of certain events is subject to change, so the Society will 
periodically post updated meeting information on its website (www.pgrsa.org).  Should you have any 
questions or comments about the meeting, do not hesitate to contact me.   

We look forward to seeing you in San Francisco! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matthew Fidelibus, Ph.D. 
Associate Cooperative Extension Specialist 
Department of Viticulture and Enology 
University of California, Davis 
Kearney Agricultural Center 
9240 S. Riverbend Ave. 
Parlier, CA 93648 
(559) 646-6510 Phone 
(559) 646-6593 Fax 
mwf@uckac.edu Email 

http://www.pgrsa.org/


First Announcement and Call for Abstracts  
35th Annual Conference 

Plant Growth Regulation Society of America 
August 3-7, 2008 
Hotel Whitcomb 

1231 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
Tel: 1-800-227-4747, Fax: 415-487-4436 

 
The 35th annual meeting of the Plant Growth Regulation Society of America (PGRSA) 
will be held at the Hotel Whitcomb, San Francisco, California, August 3-7, 2008. The 
PGRSA conference is a wonderful opportunity for researchers, scientists and industry 
professionals alike to share ideas on the most recent advances in plant growth regulation, 
including plant growth substances and natural products. 
 

Our week will begin on Sunday, August 3, with an optional pre-conference tour of 
Alcatraz Island.  A ferry will deliver us to the island where we’ll have a close-up look at 
the site of the first lighthouse and US fort on the West Coast, and the infamous federal 
penitentiary long off-limits to the public.  Rich in history, there is also a natural side to 
the Rock - gardens, tide pools, bird colonies, and bay views beyond compare. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE PLAN 
 
Conference registration begins Sunday afternoon, August 3rd, followed by an evening 
Opening Reception at the Hotel Whitcomb. The scientific program begins on Monday, 
August 4th and ends on Wednesday, August 6th. Four research symposia covering both 
basic and applied research will be featured at the 2008 meeting: 
 
 

• New understanding of the physiological basis of fruit quality  

• Delivery systems for plant growth regulators 

• Science of plant biostimulants 

• New plant growth regulators for ornamental plants 
 
Contributed papers of original research on all aspects of plant growth regulation from the 
fundamental to the most applied research are welcomed. There will be ample time and 
space for contributed papers and posters as well as a special Industry workshop. All 
presentations will be published in the 2008 Proceedings of the Plant Growth Regulation 
Society of America.  We particularly encourage graduate students to submit contributed 
papers and posters and enter the graduate student competition. Cash prizes are awarded 
for best oral and poster presentations. Two travel awards are also available for graduate 
students. A PGRSA Young Scientist Travel Award will also be available. For updated 
schedules visit http://www.pgrsa.org. 
 



The activities will extend into Thursday, August 7th with an optional post-conference tour 
of the well regarded Rosenblum Cellars, a “mecca” for Zinfandel wine lovers, and 
Scharffen Berger, a first-tier chocolate maker.  The tours will include a ferry ride from 
San Francisco to the east bay, where the winery and chocolate factory are located.  
Scharffen Berger has an excellent café where lunch may be purchased (on your own). 
 

 
CONFERENCE HOTEL INFORMATION 
 
The meeting will be held at the historic Hotel Whitcomb located at 1231 Market Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94103 (ph. 1-800-227-4747).  Located across from the Orpheum 
Theater, the hotel is a San Francisco sanctuary surrounded by trendy restaurants, shops 
and attractions.  Valet Parking is available in the Hotel’s secured parking lot or at another 
lot just across the street.  However, automobiles are not really needed in the city, as 
MUNI bus lines and a BART station are just steps from the hotel.  The rooms feature free 
wireless high-speed internet, cable / satellite TV with premium channels, and many other 
amenities.  The hotel has a restaurant for breakfast and meals.   

The Society has negotiated the following room rates:  

Single Occupancy: $139 
Double Occupancy: $139 
Triple Occupancy: $159 
Quadruple Occupancy: $179 
Suites: $239 

 
Reservations must be made individually, by telephone (1-800-227-4747) or fax (1-
415-487-4436) no later than June 27, 2008.  To receive the preferred rate, and to help 
the society meet its room night commitments, you must mention The Plant Growth 
Regulation Society of America when you make your room reservations.   
 
 

TRANSPORTATION/PARKING 

Major car rental agencies are available at bay area airports, and secure parking is 
available at the hotel.  Taxi service is also an option, but convenient and inexpensive 
public transportation is available and may be the best way to get to the hotel.  You can 
take BART from San Francisco International Airport (SFO) to the Civic Center BART 
Station, which is right outside the hotel, for about $5.  You may also take public 
transportation from the Oakland International Airport; take the Oakland Air-BART 
shuttle to the Coliseum BART Station.  From the Coliseum BART Station, take the San 
Francisco/Daly City BART to the Civic Center station; the hotel is located on Market at 
8th Street.   

 



CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
 
PGRSA invites presentations in any area of plant growth regulation and natural products.  
Abstracts are due May 9, 2008.  All abstracts will be published in the meeting’s 
proceedings.  Contributed papers may be delivered as oral or poster presentations.   Oral 
presentations will be limited to a maximum of 15 minutes, including discussion.  The 
PGRSA especially encourages students to submit papers, with a $250 award being given 
for each of the two top student presentations.  A 1.2 m x 1.2 m (47" x 47") space will be 
provided for poster displays and authors will be assigned a time to present their posters 
during the poster reception planned for Tuesday evening, August 5th.  

Membership in PGRSA is not a requirement for submission of abstracts; however, it is 
strongly encouraged.  The PGRSA needs strong membership support to conduct its 
mission and welcomes members from a wide range of disciplines. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING ABSTRACTS 
 

The entire abstract, including title, authors, and addresses will be reproduced exactly as 
submitted without reduction or enlargement.  Please fit the abstract in a box of 
dimensions 14 cm (5.5 in.) wide by 8.9 cm (3.5 in.) high.  This will permit about 20 lines 
of 64 characters (Times New Roman) per line at 12 characters per inch.  The entire 
abstract must fit within the box below! 
 
Type the title in full capitals, beginning at the top left corner of the box.  Place the 
author(s) name(s) underlined on the next line.  Where there is more than one author, 
indicate the presenter with an asterisk*.  Place the authors’ address(es) beginning on the 
next line.  Begin the body of the abstract on the next line, indenting five spaces.  Single-
space the entire abstract including the title, author(s) and address lines. An example 
abstract is included below. 
 



 

At the time of the meeting, all presenters will be expected to submit either an expanded 
abstract or a full-length manuscript based on their talk or poster. (The expanded abstract or 
manuscripts are distinct from the brief abstract to be submitted by May 9, 2008.)  These will 
be published in the Proceedings of the meeting.  Detailed instructions for preparation of 
expanded abstracts and manuscripts will be sent to authors after the program chair receives 
the abstract. 
 

PROPER FORMAT FOR ABSTRACT PREPARTION FOR THE 33rd ANNUAL 
PGRSA CONFERENCE IN NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
J. Norrie1* and S. Maki2. 
1 Acadian Seaplants Limited, 30 Brown Ave,. Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada, 
B3B 1X8 
2 Biology Department, Carleton College, One North College Street, Northfield, 
MN 55057 USA 
     The body of the abstract should begin immediately below the affiliation and be 
indented 5 spaces.  The abstract should contain a clear and concise summary of 
the research to be presented.  The abstract should not exceed 20 lines of text 
(Times New Roman; 12 CPI) and it should fit within a box that does not exceed a 
width of 14 cm (5.5 in.) and a height of 8.9 cm (3.5 in.).  Please keep in mind that 
the width and height of this sample abstract box displayed on your computer 
screen will depend on your screen size and browser (when viewed through the 
internet). For guidance, please consult Volume 32, No. 2 of the PGRSA 
Quarterly, which contains the abstracts from the 2004 annual meeting. 

ABSTRACTS ARE DUE May 9, 2008. 



SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS 
 
Authors should send an electronic copy of each abstract, formatted as described above, by 
Email to Dr. Matthew Fidelibus at the address listed below.  Alternately, a CD containing an 
electronic copy of the abstract(s) may be sent through the mail.  To facilitate reading the 
electronic copies, please label the CD with: 1) the name of the presenting author and title of 
the presentation, 2) whether the item is from a PC or Macintosh, and 3) the word processor 
program and version used in preparing the abstract.  All abstracts should be received no later 
than May 9, 2008 for acceptance to be guaranteed.   

 

INCLUDE WITH THE ABSTRACT 
 

Name:                                                                                     

Affiliation: 

Complete Address:  

Telephone: 

FAX: 

E-mail address: 

Choice of presentation:        Oral              Poster 

Are you eligible for the Graduate Student Competition?           Yes               No 

Type of Computer:           PC                Macintosh     

Word processor program used: 

 

From the list below choose three categories (in ranked order) best describing your 
abstract: 

 

       Assimilate Partitioning 

       Cell and tissue culture 

       Biotic and Abiotic Stress 

       Flowering 

       Fruit Development 

       Gene Expression 

       Metabolism 

       Natural Products 

       Photoregulation 

       Seed and Fruit Development 

       Senescence 

       Tropisms 

       Natural Products 

       Other 
 

The program chairs will make every effort to group presentations by these categories. 



 

TO SUBMIT ABSTRACTS OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
 

Matthew Fidelibus, Ph.D. 
Program Chair 
Department of Viticulture and Enology 
University of California, Davis 
Kearney Agricultural Center 
9240 S. Riverbend Ave. 
Parlier, CA 93648 
(559) 646-6510 Phone 
(559) 646-6593 Fax 
mwf@uckac.edu Email 
 

Mr. Charles T. Hall, Jr., Executive 
Secretary 
ASG/PGRSA 
P.O. Box 2945 
LaGrange, GA 30240 
Phone: 706-845-9085  
Fax: 706-883-8215 
E-mail: chall@asginfo.net 

 



TENTATIVE PROGRAM (as of February 20, 2008) 
35th ANNUAL MEETING 

PLANT GROWTH REGULATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
August 3-7, 2008, Hotel Whitcomb, San Francisco, California 

 
 Saturday, August 2, 2008 
1400-1800  PGRSA Steering Committee Meeting (TBA) 
  
 Sunday, August 3, 2008 
1200-1400 Tour of Alcatraz (optional) 
1300–1800  Registration Open – Lobby 
1900-2100  Opening Reception (TBA)  

 
 Monday August 4, 2008 
0730-1715 Registration/Information Desk - Lobby 

0800-0830  Welcoming Remarks (VP#1, President) 
0830-0900  Keynote Address  -   
0900-1115 SYMPOSIUM I: (Whitcomb) New understanding of the physiological basis of fruit  
 quality (Fidelibus) 
1000-1015 BREAK 
1115-1200 Contributed talks 
1200-1330 LUNCH 
1330- 1500 Contributed talks 
1500-1515 BREAK 
1515-1715 SYMPOSIUM II : (Whitcomb) Delivery systems for plant growth regulators  
 (Niederholzer) 
 
 

 Tuesday, August 5, 2008 
0700-0830 SUSTAINING MEMBER BREAKFAST (TBA) 
0730-1715 Registration/Information Desk - Lobby 
0900-1115  SYMPOSIUM III : (Whitcomb)  Science of plant biostimulants (Lovatt) 
1000-1015 BREAK 
1115-1200 Contributed talks 
1200-1330 LUNCH 
1330-1545 SYMPOSIUM IV (Whitcomb) New PGRs for ornamental plants (Whipker) 
1500-1515 BREAK 
1545-1715 Contributed talks 
1830-2130 Poster Session Reception:  (Whitcomb) 
 

 Wednesday, August 6, 2008 
0730-1200 Registration/Information Desk -  Lobby 
0800–1000 INDUSTRY UPDATE SESSION (Whitcomb) 
1000-1015 Mid-morning Break 
1015-1130 Contributed talks 
1200-1330 Business Luncheon (TBA) 
1330-1630     Steering Committee Meeting (TBA) 
1830-2200 Drowsy Chaperone Musical (optional) 
 

 Thursday, July 13, 2006 
0900-1500 POST-CONFERENCE TOUR 
 Rosenblum Cellars and Scharffen Berger Chocolates (optional) 

 


